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Donegal County Council – Preliminary Council 
Consultation on the Preparation of a Review of the 
County Donegal Development Plan 2012-2018 (as varied); 
and the Preparation of a New County Development Plan 
& Environmental Report. 
 

27th July 2016 

Planning Committee 

 

 
Linkage to Council Strategy (2015-19) 
Strategic Theme Outcome 
Leader & Champion  We will establish key relationships with Government 

agencies and potential strategic partners in NI and 
external to it which helps us to deliver our vision for this 
Council area. 

Protect the environment 
in which we live 

 All environments in the area will benefit from pro-active 
decision making which protects the natural features, 
characteristics and integrity of the Borough; 

Lead Officer Sharon Mulhern 

Cost:  N/A 

 
 
For Decision 
 
1.0 Background 

 
1.1 Donegal County Council wrote to Council on 2nd and 16th June 2016 (re; 

extension of time) advising of their intention to: 
 

 Review the County Donegal Development Plan 2012-2018 (as varied);   
and  

 Prepare a New County Development Plan & Environmental Report. 
 

 
2.0 Detail  

 
2.1 Donegal County Council adopted its existing County Development Plan (CDP) 

2012-2018 in July 2012. It has been varied on three separate occasions since 
this date. It will remain operational until July 2018 when the new Plan will be 
adopted. 
 

2.2 The Planning Authority has given notice of its intention to review the County 
Donegal Development Plan 2012-2018 (as varied) and to prepare a new County 
Development Plan (2018-2024) for the functional area of Donegal County 
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Council, including the former Town Council Areas of Letterkenny, Buncrana and 
Bundoran. 
 

2.3 This will be the first consolidated County Development Plan since the dissolution 
of the former Town Councils in the County.  
 

2.4 A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and an Appropriate Assessment 
will be carried out to consider the potential effects of the Plan on the environment 
and on EU protected sites known as “Natura 2000” sites and their networks. 
 

2.5 The planning authority intends to review the zoning of the Development Plan 
area for the purposes of developing new objectives and policies to deliver an 
overall strategy for proper planning and sustainable development and for the 
purposes of developing its Core Strategy.  
 

2.6 The Plan programme is currently at “Issues Paper” stage, and the published 
document (see Appendix 1) is designed to initiate debate on the important issues 
relevant to the Plan area, including: economic development; retailing and town 
centres;  renewable energy; natural, built and cultural heritage; and infrastructure 
and roads. 
 

2.7 The closing date for submission of comments has been extended to Tuesday 9th 
August 2016. 
 
 

3.0 Financial Implications  
 

3.1 None 
 

3.0 Other Implications 
 
3.1 None 
 
4.0 Recommendation 

 
 

4.1 IT IS RECOMMENDED that Elected Members note the content of the Issues 
Paper attached at Appendix 1 and agree to the Head of Planning submitting a 
response on behalf of Council. 
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