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1.0 Background 
   
1.1   The Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA) wrote to Council on 31st March 

2016 informing that they made a declaration that the area known as 
Tamnyrankin, shown on the map attached at Appendix 1, is now an Area of 
Special Scientific Interest (ASSI) under Article 28 of The Environment (NI) Order 
2002. 
 
 

2.0 Detail 
 
2.1  NIEA has advised that they have surveyed sites of biological and earth science 

importance in Northern Ireland. The best sites are now being declared ASSIs to 
safeguard them. 

 
2.2  The area known as Tamnyrankin lies in the eastern foothills of the Sperrin 

Mountains within the townland of Tamnyrankin, 2.7km north-west of Swatragh. 
 

Linkage to Council Strategy (2015-19) 
Strategic Theme   Protect the environment in which we live 

Outcome  All environments in the area will benefit from pro-active 
decision making which protects the natural features, 
characteristics and integrity of the Borough; 

 

 Our citizens will be given the maximum opportunity to enjoy 
our natural environments; and 

 

 Our natural assets will be carefully managed to generate 
economic and social returns without compromising their 
sustainability for future generations. 
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2.3 Tamnyrankin is of special scientific interest by reason of its flora and fauna and 
accordingly needs to be specially protected. The combination of underlying 
geology, topography and the related soil hydrology has resulted in a complex 
range of species-rich wet grasslands within a small area. A special type known 
as Purple Moor-grass and rush pasture occurs over much of the site. 

 
2.4 These areas are a particularly scarce resource in Northern Ireland. Many of the 

plants within the ASSI are only found in grasslands where traditional forms of 
non-intensive land management are used, in particular where traditional farming 
practices have been maintained 

 
2.5 Tamnyrankin has been managed in a traditional way and has a high degree of 

naturalness. As a result, in addition to its grassland interest, the area acts as an 
important reservoir for species, providing valuable feeding and roosting sites for a 
range of animals, including birds and invertebrates. 

 
2.6 The Schedule to Document B (attached at Appendix 2) lists those operations and 

activities that the Department of the Environment consider to be likely to damage 
the flora and fauna of the area. Management Principles are also contained within 
the document. 

  
2.5 NIEA has advised that they have a duty to notify the owners and occupiers of 

ASSI of its views about the management of the land. They have advised that 
they are also keen to work with landowners to maintain and enhance the ASSI. A 
public information leaflet on the site is included at Appendix 3. 

 
 
3.0 Recommendation 
 
3.1 IT IS RECOMMENDED that Members note the content of the report. 
 






















