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C/2011/0459/F Cam Burn Wind Farm Planning Decision 
 

25th January 2017 
 

Planning Committee 

 

Linkage to Council Strategy (2015-19) 
Strategic Theme  Protecting and Enhancing our Environments and Assets 

Outcome Pro-active decision making which protects the natural 
features, characteristics and integrity of the Borough 

Lead Officer Head of Planning  

Cost: (If applicable) N/A 

 
1.0 Background 

 
1.1 The planning application is for a wind farm comprising 6 turbines up to a maximum 

tip height (comprising a configuration of up to 85m towers and up to 35.5m blades). 
The development will also comprise associated transformers, one permanent 
meteorological monitoring mast, communication tower, site access tracks, gates, 
temporary site compound, substation, electrical cabling, one site entrance including 
road improvement works at the existing site entrance off Craigmore Road, and all 
other ancillary works.  The site is located at land approximately 920 metres north 
west of 33 Craigmore Road Coleraine Co. Londonderry BT51 4EX.  
 

1.2 At the Planning Committee meeting of 23rd September 2015 Planning Committee 
determined to refuse planning permission for the above application.  The Minister for 
the Environment subsequently ‘called-in’ the application on 14 October 2015 and 
DoE Strategic Planning Division issued a Notice of Opinion to approve the 
application. 

 
1.3 Under Section 29(7) of the Planning Act (Northern Ireland) 2011, Council requested 

an opportunity to appear before and be heard by the Planning Appeals Commission. 
 
1.4 The Hearing took place on 29th August 2016 and the PAC issued its report to the 

Department of Infrastructure (DfI) on 5th December 2016. 
 
1.5 The Head of Planning wrote to DfI on 14th December 2016 requesting, under the 

Environmental Information Regulations 2004, a copy of the Report.  DfI responded 
via email on 22nd December 2016 (attached at Appendix 1) enclosing a copy of the 
PAC report (attached at Appendix 2) and advising that the formal decision notice to 
approve the application will issue to council in the next few days. 

 
1.6 The formal notification of decision was published on the Planning Portal website on 

22nd December 2016, date of approval of application (attached at Appendix 3). 
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2.0 Details 
2.1 The PAC Report made the following key points: 

 The argument that because the Borough already provides 4% of the 40% 
renewable energy target is not a persuasive one; the strategic energy 
framework does not set out targets for specific geographical areas or set a 
limit of provision to be achieved within individual council areas; 

 Economics Branch reassessed its position and considered that the 
expenditure figure identified to be retained in Northern Ireland to be on the low 
side; 

 The contributions the proposed development would have to the provision of 
renewable energy target, reducing carbon dioxide emissions and the 
contribution to rates are substantial and positive factors in favour of this 
application 

 The likely visual impact of the wind farm proposal will not be so unacceptably 
adverse to warrant refusal. 

 Noise issue associated with the cumulative noise arising from the planning 
permission for the single turbine on the host farm (C/2010/0279/F) could be 
resolved by revocation or a Section 76 Planning Agreement. 

 The wind turbines are located sufficient distance from residential properties to 
satisfy safety requirements and there is no evidence to demonstrate that light 
pollution, shadow flicker or ice throw are likely to cause significant harm or 
loss. 
 

2.2 The PAC concluded that the visual impact of the proposal, both individually and 
cumulatively, is not unacceptably adverse; will not cause significant harm to the 
safety or amenity of any sensitive receptors and that it will not have an unacceptable 
adverse impact on biodiversity, nature conservation or built heritage 
interests.  Determining weight is not given to the wider environmental, economic and 
social benefits of the proposal. The PAC recommends the application should be 
approved provided the planning permission for the single turbine on the host farm is 
either expired or removed through revocation or Section 76 Planning Agreement.   

 
2.3 The approval decision notice for this application issued by DfI on 22nd December 

2016. 
 
 
3.0 Recommendation 
 

3.1 IT IS RECOMMENDED that the Planning Committee note the update on the 
planning application C/2011/0459/F. 








































