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Department for Communities (DfC) - Proposed 
Listing – White House Mill, Cushendun. 

                        26th October 2016 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 
For Decision  

 
For Decision 

Linkage to Council Strategy (2015-19) 
Strategic Theme Outcome 

Leader and Champion  Our Elected Members will provide civic leadership to 
our citizens working to promote the Borough as an 
attractive place to live, work, invest and visit. 

Protect the 
environment in which 
we live 

 All environments in the area will benefit from pro-active 
decision making which protects the natural features, 
characteristics and integrity of the Borough. 

Lead Officer Principal Planning Officer/Local Development Plan Manager 

Cost: (If applicable) N/A 

 

 
1.0 Background 
   
1.1   The Department for Communities (DfC) wrote to Council on 16th September 2016 

advising that they are considering the listing of White House Mill, at the rear of 44 
Glendun Road, Cushendun, BT44 OPY under Section 80(1) of The Planning Act 
(Northern Ireland) 2011 (see Appendix 1). 
 

2.0 Detail 
 
2.1  The B+ proposed listing includes the following: 
 

 Two storey Corn Mill – Internal layout largely unchanged and detailing largely 
intact. 

 Single story Flax Mill – Roofless and interior is open to the elements, but the 
layout is largely unchanged and detailing largely intact. 

 Waterwheel.  
 
2.2 Although loss of detail, e.g. windows and louvres, detract from the original 

historical character, such intact corn and flax mills are rare survivals in the Antrim 
Coast and Glens and are of local and regional significance. 

 
2.3 Revised Annex C of PPS6: Planning, Archaeology and the Built Environment 

sets out the key criteria for listing; either architectural interest or historic interest.  
The overall test is that the interest must be considered ‘special’.  The proposed 
listing of these structures relates to the both the architectural and historic interest.  
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2.4 The Department may take into account not only the building itself but also any 
feature of the building. 

 
2.5 OPTIONS: 
 
 OPTION 1: Agree to support listing 

 Evaluation refers to: 
o mid-19th Century mill (1947 – 2 years into the Famine) and early 20th 

century flax mill (during WWI). 
o Unusual - internal waterwheel 
o Functional relationship of the floors of the corn mill 
o Arrangement of corn mill’s power transmission system and unusual 

technical details 
o Excellent preservation of all the plant and machinery in both mills 
o Survival of the head and tailrace in the vicinity of the mills and their close 

juxtaposition to the river 
o Corn mill of economic and agricultural importance 
o Fabric of both mills is completely original 
o Such intact corn and flax mills are rare survivals in Antrim coast and Glens 

 
OPTION 2: Agree to oppose listing to Flax Mill but agree to listing of Corn Mill 

 Evaluation refers to: 
o Absence of elevators 
o Loss of windows and louvres detract from the original historic character 
o Flax mill roofless and interior open to the elements 

 
OPTION 3: Agree to oppose the listing of both Corn Mill and Flax Mill: 

 Evaluation refers to: 
o Absence of elevators 
o Loss of windows and louvres detract from the original historic character 
o Flax mill roofless and interior open to the elements 

 
3.0 Recommendation 

 
3.1 IT IS RECOMMENDED that Members agree either Option 1, 2 or 3 above to the 

proposed listing as detailed at Appendix 1 and to the Head of Planning 
responding to DfC on behalf of Council. 

 
Appendix 1: DfC: Historic Environment Division – Consultation Report 


















