
 

 

 

 

S26 Notice of Opinion from Department For Infrastructure – 
Basalt Quarry, Bridge Road, Dunloy  

23 November 2016 

PLANNING COMMITTEE  

 

Linkage to Council Strategy (2015-19) 

Strategic Theme Protecting and Enhancing our Environments and Assets 

Outcome N/A 

Lead Officer Head of Planning 

Cost: (If applicable) N/A 

 

PROCESS 

1. The Department for Infrastructure has provided a Notice of Opinion to approve an 

application for an “extension to basalt quarry (part retrospective)” at lands to the 

West and South of 93 Bridge Road, Dunloy (Ref: D/2014/0011/F) 

 

2. This application fell under Section 26 of the Planning Act (NI) 2011 which relates to 

developments that are of regional significance.  Applications for extraction of 

minerals in a quarry are categorised as regionally significant if the area of the site 

exceeds 25Ha.  This site relates to an area of approximately 32.5 Ha.   As such, this 

application was processed by the Department for Infrastructure. 

 

3. The Department has now processed this application and provided the Council with a 

Notice of Opinion on 01 November 2016, under Section 26 (6), to approve it subject 

to conditions.  The Council has 28 days to respond from the date of service of the 

Notice.  If the Council has any representations to make to the Department beyond 

accepting the recommendation for approval, then these will be heard at a hearing.  

Any hearing could be held by the Planning Appeals Commission (PAC) or another 

person appointed by the Department for that purpose.  If such a hearing is held, the 

Department must take into account any report of the PAC (or other appointed 

person).  The decision of the Department is final in such cases.    

 

 



 

THE PROPOSAL 

 

4. The application seeks full planning permission for a basalt quarry extension 

proposing 40 years of working over four working phases to the west and the south of 

the existing void.  The application also seeks approval for retrospective working 

(approximately 6 hectares). It is proposed to work a single layer of basalt to a depth 

of approximately 12 metres by blasting at a rate of approximately 1 hectare per year 

yielding roughly 200 000 tonnes of rock for use in construction, road surfacing and 

agriculture.  The application also proposes phased restoration of the site. 

 

5. The site is 1Km to the south of Dunloy village and falls within the Mountain Bogs 

SLNCI, Ballymacaldrack ASSI and Long Mountain Landscape Character Area.  The 

site is also approximately 15 km west of Antrim Hills SPA.  An environmental 

statement was submitted with the application and it has been established that there 

will be no likely effects on the designated features of Ballymacaldrack ASSI, Lough 

Neagh and Lough Beg SPAs, Lough Neagh ASSI and Rae's Wood and Farr's Bay 

SAC.   

 

6. The existing operation employs 8 people and is an important reserve in mid Antrim 

reducing haulage distances for this type of material so that they are not required from 

other sources. 

 
7. Any minerals extraction is assessed against policies regarding: 

 

 The need to protect and conserve the environment 

 Visual implications of the mineral extraction 

 Safety and amenity of the occupants in close proximity to mineral workings 

 Safety and convenience of road users and amenity of those living on roads 

close to the site 

 Restoration of the site after exhaustion of the minerals 

These issues are explored in detail within the report provided by DfI which is 

attached to this paper. 

8. Any issues raised by consultees have been resolved and are to be conditioned to 

ensure compliance with them.  For example compensation required for loss of a 

portion of southern flush and fen habitat and any loss that occurred regarding the 

retrospective application is to be compensated for within the conditioned restoration 

scheme.  Noise limits are also to be conditioned as part of any approval granted. 

 

9. No third parties objected to this application. 

 

10. In summary the Department concludes that: 

 

 It is considered that the proposal site is an appropriate site for the 

development given the current existing operation at the site; 

 The scheme has been amended to exclude a significant portion of the 

originally proposed extraction area following input from NIEA Natural 

Environment Division; this area contains flush/fen habitat areas; 



 The proposal is considered to comply with relevant planning policy; 

 The proposal has the potential to deliver direct and indirect socio-economic 

benefits to the area. The proposal will bring about the maintenance of 

existing jobs and investment in the local area; 

 Continued operations at the site will allow progressive restoration of the site 

to take place. The application represents an opportunity for a full site 

restoration with delivery of habitat creation. Mitigation of visual implications 

and high quality restoration can be delivered by way of planning conditions; 

 No third party representations were received in relation to the application. 

 

11. In this instance there is an element of unauthorised development that will be 

regularised if this application is approved.  The scheme includes restoration of this 

area.  If such an application were not be acceptable then it is unlikely that the 

Council would be able to achieve such restoration through enforcement.  Therefore 

it is through the submission of this application for the extension of the quarry that 

the restoration programme can be sought.   

 

12. The Department considers that in this case the proposal (including retrospective 

development) represents an “exceptional circumstance in that no acceptable 

restoration for this large existing quarry could be delivered without a conditional 

grant of permission and this represents a major benefit of the proposal”. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

13.  That the Council accepts the Notice of Opinion to approve this proposal and 

resolves that the Head of Planning responds accordingly to the Department by 29 

November 2016 (within 28 days of the service of the Notice of Opinion) as required 

by Section 26 (11) of the Planning Act (NI) 2011. 
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