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Title of Report: Correspondence

Committee 
Report 
Submitted To: 

Council Meeting 

Date of Meeting: 10 January 2023

For Decision or 
For Information 

FOR DECISION

Linkage to Council Strategy (2021-25) 

Strategic Theme Cohesive Leadership 

Outcome Council operates as one effective and efficient corporate unit 
with a common purpose and culture 

Lead Officer Director of Corporate Services 

Budgetary Considerations 

Cost of Proposal 

Included in Current Year Estimates 

Capital/Revenue 

Code 
Staffing Costs 

Screening 
Requirements 

Required for new or revised Policies, Plans, Strategies or Service 
Delivery Proposals. 

Section 75 
Screening 

Screening Completed: 
 Yes/No

Date: 

EQIA Required and 
Completed: 

Yes/No Date: 

Rural Needs  
Assessment  
(RNA) 

Screening Completed Yes/No Date: 

RNA Required and 
Completed: 

Yes/No Date: 

Data Protection 
Impact 
Assessment 
(DPIA) 

Screening Completed: Yes/No Date: 

DPIA Required and 
Completed: 

Yes/No Date: 
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1.0 Purpose of Report 

The purpose of the report is to present correspondence for Members’ 
consideration. 

2.0    The following correspondence has been received: 

2.1  NI Housing Council (email correspondence dated 8 December 2022) (copy 

attached) 

The Housing Council’s December bulletin and November Housing Council 

minutes are enclosed for Elected Member information.   

2.2 Correspondence from Marie Ward, Chief Executive, Newry, Mourne and 
Down District Council (copy attached)

At a Meeting of Newry, Mourne and Down District Council held on 5 December 
2022 the following motion was agreed:  

Motion
“It was agreed that Newry Mourne and Down District Council calls upon the 
extension of laws that are being proposed at Westminster giving workers a 
legal right to their tips be extended here to Northern Ireland. If this Motion is 
adopted, we write to the other ten local authorities seeking their support and 
also to the Permanent Secretary at the Department of the Economy and the 
relevant Minister at Westminster strongly urging that the legislation in Northern 
Ireland be brought into line with Great Britain and the Republic of Ireland as a 
matter of urgency”.   

Members fully supported the Motion and agreed it would be a positive step 
towards improving the rights and entitlements of lower paid workers.   

Newry, Mourne and Down District Council ask that Council give this matter 
serious consideration and look forward to your response. 

It is recommended that Council consider the correspondence.   
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Present 
          Cllr Anne-Marie Fitzgerald Fermanagh & Omagh District (Chair) 

Ald Jim Speers Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon Borough 
Ald Amanda Grehan                 Lisburn City & Castlereagh 
Ald Adrian McQuillan                Causeway Coast & Glens Borough 
Ald Allan Bresland Derry & Strabane Borough 
Ald Tommy Nicholl Mid & East Antrim Borough 
Cllr Catherine Elattar Mid Ulster Borough 
Cllr Michael Ruane                  Newry, Mourne & Down District 
 
In Attendance: 

 
Paul Price                      Director of Social Housing Policy & Oversight, Department for Communities 

         Grainia Long   Chief Executive, NIHE 
       Adrian Blythe                Quality Improvement Manager, NIHE 

Kelly Cameron Secretary (NIHE Secretariat) 
 

Apologies: 
 

Cllr Mark Cooper           Antrim & Newtownabbey Borough (Vice Chair) 
Cllr Michelle Kelly  Belfast City 
David Polley                  Director, Housing Supply Policy, Department for Communities 

 
 

1. Welcome 
 
The Chair welcomed Paul Price and Julie Lavery from the Department for 
Communities and from the Housing Executive, Grainia Long. 
 
She also welcomed the Presenter Adrian Blythe, Quality Improvement 
Manager from the Housing Executive. 
 

  

2. Declarations of Interest 
 

 No declarations were received. 

  

 
 
 

Minutes of the 495th Meeting 
of the Northern Ireland Housing Council held on 
Thursday 10th November 2022 at 10 am via Zoom 
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3. To adopt the Minutes of the 494th Housing Council Meeting held on 
Thursday, 13th October 2022 

 
It was proposed by Councillor C Elattar and seconded by Alderman J Speers      
and resolved, that the Minutes of the 490th Meeting of the Housing Council 
held on Thursday 13th October 2022 be approved and signed by the Chair. 
 

  

  

4. 
 

Matters Arising from the Minutes 
 
NI Water Service 
 
It was reported that a letter had been sent to the NI Water, inviting a 
representative to a future Meeting on waste water infrastructure, a reply is 
awaited. 
 

  

5. Forward Workplan 
 
The forward workplan was noted.  

 

  

6. Report from Grainia Long, Chief Executive, Housing Executive  
 
The Report provided the Housing Council with a monthly update summarising 
a range of strategic, major or routine matters, including any emerging issues.  
A summary of the current / emerging issues are outlined as follows:- 
 
• Planned Maintenance contract 
 

The Chair reiterated the importance of communication channels in place, 
to ensure tenants were briefed on the impact for planned improvement 
works to their homes. 
 

• Green End Rathcoole 
• Annual Performance with the Minister, Deirdre Hargey MLA 
• Corporate Plan 
• Waterside Triangle 
• New Leasehold Policy 
 

Agreed: to provide more information to Members on the new Policy, in 
order to promote this policy. 

 
• Sustainable Development Strategy Update 
• Cost of Living Crisis 
• Future Working Practices & Accommodation Strategy 
• Industrial Action and Pay Claims for 2022/23 

 
Members welcomed the national pay offer of £1,925 for all employees.  
Several Members commended the staff of local Housing Executive 
offices, in particular at the forefront through the pandemic and added that 
their work is appreciated by both Councillors and tenants and asked that 
this sentiment is passed onto staff.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GL 
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• Pay & Grading Review 
• Staff Conference 
• Fundamental Review of Allocations (FRA) 
• Ukrainian Resettlement Programme 

 
The Chair thanked Grainia Long for a very informative Report. 

 

7. Lifetime Homes in Northern Ireland 
 
Adrian Blythe gave Members a Presentation by the Housing Executive on 
Lifetime Homes (LTH) in Northern Ireland.  (Copies of the slides are 
appended to these Minutes – Appendix A). 
 
Members agreed to encourage and promote their Councils to exploring 
Lifetime Homes through their Local Development Plans. 
 
Agreed:  
• Letter to be sent to Building Regulations seeking clarification on the 

regulations, in which Private developers are currently adhering for new 
build properties and their views on the issue: 

• Letters to be sent to the 11 Councils in relation to urge Councils when 
developing your Local Development Plans to consider including Lifetime 
Homes within their Plans;  

• G Long suggested the inclusion to Councils Housing Investment Plans 
Annual Presentation on LTH in their Development Plans; 

• Members to visit the Ultra Low Energy New Build pilot scheme in 
Ballysillan Road, Belfast when completed.  

 
 

The Chair thanked Mr Blythe for an excellent Presentation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL 
 
 
 
 

Sec 
 

Sec 
 
 

GL 
 

Sec 
 

8. Housing Starts – October 2022 
 
Members requested if more information could be provided on the 
Housing Starts. 
 
The Report was noted. 

  

9. Any Other Business 
 
There was no other business. 

  

10. Date of next Meeting 
 
The next Housing Council Meeting is scheduled to take place on Thursday, 8th 
December 2022 at 10 am in the Housing Centre or via Zoom 
 

  

 
 
 

The Meeting concluded at 11.45 am 
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Appendix A 
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DECEMBER HOUSING COUNCIL BULLETIN 

The Northern Ireland Housing Council met on Thursday, 8th December 2022 at 10.00 am in 
the Boardroom, the Housing Centre of via Conference Call.

For Information, a report of the attendance is undernoted:- 

Present

Anne-Marie Fitzgerald              Fermanagh & Omagh District (Chair) 
Mark Cooper                             Antrim & Newtownabbey Borough (Vice Chair) 
Jim Speers                                Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon Borough
Adrian McQuillan                      Causeway Coast & Glens Borough 
Allan Bresland                          Derry City & Strabane District 
Catherine Elattar                       Mid Ulster Borough 

Apologies 

Victoria Moore                           Ards & North Down Borough  
Tommy Nicholl                          Mid & East Antrim Borough  
Michael Ruane                          Newry & Mourne District 
Grainia Long                             Housing Executive 

Discussions on the undernoted matters took place as follows:- 

Report from Paul Price & David Polley from the Department for Communities  
on the Housing Top Issues. 

A summary of the current / emerging issues are outlined as follows:- 

 Social Newbuild starts 
 Co-ownership 
 Programme for Social Reform  
 Fundamental Review of Social Housing Allocations Policy 
 Housing Executive’s House Sales Scheme 
 Supporting People Delivery Strategy 
 Homelessness Strategy 
 Regulation of the Private Rented Sector 
 Increasing Housing Supply 
 Affordable Warmth Scheme 
 Review the Caravans Act (NI) 2011 
 ERDF Investment for Growth and Jobs Programme 2014 -2020 
 Housing Executive historical debt and exclusion from having to pay Corporation Tax
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 Programme for Government (PfG) Outcomes Framework 
 Long term rent trajectory 
 Affordability of social rents 
 Housing Executive Rent 
 Non ACM Cladding Remediation Scheme 
 Climate Act DfC will lead on the ‘Residential and Buildings Sector Plan’ 

Members also received a Presentation by the Housing Executive on Latent Demand 
Testing in Rural Areas 

Once the minutes of the meeting are ratified at the January Meeting, they can be 
accessed on the Housing Council website:  www.nihousingcouncil.org 

The next Housing Council Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 12th January 2023 at  
10.00 am via conference call. 

Should you require any further information or have any questions regarding the content. 

Contacts 
Secretary, Kelly Cameron 
The Housing Centre,  
2 Adelaide Street  
Belfast  
BT2 8PB 
Kelly.cameron@nihe.gov.uk  Tel: 028 95982752 

_____________________________



Oifig an Iúir 
Newry Office 
O’Hagan House 
Monaghan Row 

Newry BT35 8DJ  

0330 137 4000 (Council) 
council@nmandd.org  
www.newrymournedown.org 

 

 

Marie Ward 
Chief Executive 

Oifig Dhún Pádraig 
Downpatrick Office 
Downshire Civic Centre 
Downshire Estate, Ardglass Road 

Downpatrick BT30 6GQ 

 
 
 
Our ref: C/207/2022 
 
 
12 December 2022 
 
 

Dear Chief Executive  
 
  
Re:  Notice of Motion – Workers Legal Rights to Tips 
 
At a Meeting of Newry, Mourne and Down District Council held on 5 December 2022 the 
following motion was agreed:  
 
“It was agreed that Newry Mourne and Down District Council calls upon the extension of laws that 
are being proposed at Westminster giving workers a legal right to their tips be extended here to 
Northern Ireland. If this Motion is adopted, we write to the other ten local authorities seeking their 
support and also to the Permanent Secretary at the Department of the Economy and the relevant 
Minister at Westminster strongly urging that the legislation in Northern Ireland be brought into line 
with Great Britain and the Republic of Ireland as a matter of urgency”.   

 
Members fully supported the Motion and agreed it would be a positive step towards 
improving the rights and entitlements of lower paid workers.   
 
I would ask that you give this matter serious consideration and I look forward to your 
response. 
 
Yours faithfully  
 

 
Marie Ward 
Chief Executive 
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