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Title of Report: Review of Section 10B Bus Permit System 

Committee 
Report 
Submitted To:

Environmental Services Committee 

Date of Meeting: 8th November 2022 

For Decision or 
For Information 

For Decision 

Linkage to Council Strategy (2021-25) 

Strategic Theme Local Economy 

Outcome Provide a response  

Lead Officer Head of Health & Built Environment 

Budgetary Considerations 

Cost of Proposal N/A 

Included in Current Year Estimates N/A

Capital/Revenue N/A 

Code N/A 

Staffing Costs N/A 

Screening 
Requirements

Required for new or revised Policies, Plans, Strategies or Service Delivery 
Proposals.

Section 75 
Screening 

Screening Completed:   Yes/No Date: 

EQIA Required and 
Completed:           

Yes/No Date: 

Rural Needs 
Assessment 
(RNA) 

Screening Completed Yes/No Date:  

RNA Required and 
Completed:         

Yes/No Date: 

Data Protection 
Impact 
Assessment 
(DPIA) 

Screening Completed:         Yes/No Date: 

DPIA Required and 
Completed:

Yes/No Date: 
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1.0 Purpose of Report 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek Councils views and comments on: 

 how Council is operating the Section 10B bus permits system 
 to confirm whether Council wishes to continue to be a designated body 

for this purpose  

This follows correspondence from the Department for Infrastructure (DfI). A 
copy of the letter from DfI is provided at Appendix 1 to this report.  

2.0 Background  

2.1 The Department for Infrastructure is responsible for oversight and 
administration of the issue of permits to community groups and other 
community-based organisations who operate small buses as a service to 
the local community, rather than with a view to making profit.  

2.2 The permits allow the vehicles to be used for passenger transport without 
the need to obtain a passenger vehicles operator's licence, which for-profit 
bus operators are required to have. 

2.3 These permits are known as Section 10B permits, after that part of the 1967 
Transport Act which makes provision for them. 

2.4 In 1994 the Department for the Environment for Northern Ireland delegated 
the function of issuing these permits to a list of designated bodies which 
included District Councils.  

2.5 DfI are carrying out a review of the 10B permits system to ensure it 
remains fit for purpose and establish how it may be developed and 
improved. As part of this review Council has been asked to answer the 
questions in a proforma.  

2.6 The proforma and suggested Council response is attached at Appendix 2.  

3.0     Recommendation 

It is recommended that Council endorses and submits this response. 



Appendix 1













Appendix 2 

Annex A 

SECTION 10B BUS PERMITS -- DESIGNATED BODIES -- QUESTION 
AND 

RESPONSE PROFORMA 

Name of Responding Organisation 

Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council. 

Q1: Does your organisation have a process for the issuing of section 10B permits? 

 No. 

Q2: When was the last time your organization issued a section 10B permit? 
(please provide a date, if possible: if unknown, please let us know that, too) 

Unknown. 

Q3: Does your organisation wish to continue to be a designated body for the 
issue of 10B permits? 

No – there is no demand on Council to issue these permits and the availability of 
these permits from the Education and Health sectors plus the comprehensive list 
of other designated bodies should suffice. 

Q4: How many section 10B permits has your organisation issued in the last 
12 months? 

Unknown. 



Q5: Does your organisation regularly review or monitor the use of the 10B 
permits you have issued? 

No. 

Q6: Has your organisation ever granted a 10B permit to a named individual? 

Unknown. 

Q7: Has your organisation ever sought to revoke a 10B permit for any reason? 

Unknown. 

Q8: Please indicate which of the following best describes your organisation’s 
main activities. 

Other – Council Services 

Q9: Please provide any other information which you feel might be relevant to any 
review of the issue of section 10B permits (continue on separate pages if required). 

As per Q3 there is no demand on Council to issue these permits and the 
availability from other designated bodies should suffice. Therefore as per the 
accompanying letter consideration should be given to removing Council from 
the list of designated bodies entitled to grant section 10B permits in relation 
to the use of a small bus. 


