














PAC RECOMMENDATIONS IN RED 

Annex A 

Planning Improvement 

Vision 

‘An efficient, effective and equitable planning system trusted to deliver high quality, sustainable, inclusive and healthy places.’ 

Prioritisation of short and medium term improvement actions (following workshops held 29 April and 6 June 2022). The workshops considered the full list 
of short term, medium term and long term actions and sought to agree those short term and medium term actions that were of the highest priority, to be 
progressed first. Other recommendations/actions will also be considered and not ignored. Work on some medium term and long term actions will need to 
be commenced if they are to be delivered in a timely way, given their longer lead in times.  

Short term actions (to be completed by March 2023 – target dates for each action will be established as soon as possible) 

• Bring forward proposals to introduce statutory ‘validation check-lists’ and seek to advance policy development at the earliest opportunity.   
• Establish a Commission to undertake a fundamental review to ascertain the long-term, strategic changes that are needed to make the planning 

system fit for purpose and to produce a radical action plan to identify tangible improvements to the planning system with an update on process 
after six months. 

• Ensure that the planning system is financially sustainable through urgent legislation on planning fees and an appropriate, long-term funding model, 
including an automatic annual inflationary uplift, and multiple fees for retrospective applications.   

• Fundamental need for a cultural change in the way local and central government interact around planning, reflected immediately in a more 
inclusive planning forum which includes representation from developers and communities (connected to role of Commission above). 

• Review the current LDP timetables and consider whether the remaining steps of the LDP process could be further streamlined (and develop plan 
guidance). 

• Review the statutory list of consultees in plan-making to determine whether it remains relevant/appropriate to local planning authorities (and 
review resource requirements). 

• Explore further and give consideration to the legislative requirements around statutory consultations, including timeframes for consultation 
responses, penalties for late responses and how to proceed if statutory consultee do not respond within required timeframes. 

• Review the policy approach in terms of clarifying call-in criteria and seek to improve the efficiency of the process going forward. 
• Urgent clarification from DAERA on the appropriateness of ammonia (and nitrogen) thresholds in making planning decisions. 
• Full transparency around decision-making ensuring processes are open and transparent.  Official minutes of planning committee meetings should 

contain details of the planning considerations that have driven the decision. 
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• Review existing PAD process and identify/agree/implement improvements in practice between planning authorities and statutory consultees. 
Include how to enforce compliance with PAD advice.  

• Review existing thresholds and categories of development to determine the need for revisions. 
• Improve the quality of community engagement at the pre-application stage for major and regionally significant development. 
• Assist with improving accessibility to the LDP process and other place-shaping processes through Better Integration of Community Engagement 

Activity, planning communications and learning about planning. 
• Collect data evidence about processes and delays.  

Medium term actions (to be completed 9-18 months) 

• Review DfI’s approach to transport assessments (TAs), drawing in appropriate stakeholders and including an analysis of resource requirements. 
• Consider legislative change to prevent the late submission of information with an application (when the council has resolved to take a decision 

based on the information previously submitted). 
• A cultural change in the oversight of the planning system is required. Intervention should be to support delivery and make improvements. 
• Bring forward proposals to provide for both in-person and on-line/electronic pre-application community consultation public engagement. Clarity on 

the PAN process could be provided in expanded guidance if appropriate. 
• Investigate differences in enforcement case outcomes to ensure cases ae being processed consistently across Northern Ireland. 
• Environmental governance review re water requirement (sewage capacity/HRA etc.). 
• Provide development plan guidance as required by the review of current processes following adoption of a number of LDPs. 
• Raise the profile of community engagement by developing a community engagement awareness campaign and good practice standards. 
 

 PAC recommendations – (not identified for inclusion in prioritised list) 

Rural Housing Policy to be agreed and implemented equally and consistently across NI – PAC 7. 

Regular review of past decisions to understand the real-world outcomes, impact on communities and the quality of the completed development of both 
good and bad news stories with lessons learned shared across all councils – PAC 10. 

Understand how third parties engage in the planning process and consider the appropriateness of limited third-party rights of appeal – PAC 6. 


