
220614 – Regulation of Cosmetic Treatments - Version No. 1 
Page 1 of 2 

Title of Report: Regulation of Cosmetic Treatments 

Committee 
Report 
Submitted To:

Environmental Services Committee 

Date of Meeting: 14th June 2022 

For Decision or 
For Information 

For Decision 

Linkage to Council Strategy (2021-25) 

Strategic Theme Cohesive Leadership 

Outcome Establish key relationships with Government, agencies and 
potential strategic partners 

Lead Officer Head of Health & Built Environment 

Budgetary Considerations 

Cost of Proposal N/A 

Included in Current Year Estimates N/A 

Capital/Revenue N/A 

Code N/A 

Staffing Costs N/A 

Screening 
Requirements

Required for new or revised Policies, Plans, Strategies or 
Service Delivery Proposals.

Section 75 
Screening 

Screening Completed:   N/A Date: 

EQIA Required and 
Completed:              

N/A Date: 

Rural Needs 
Assessment 
(RNA) 

Screening Completed N/A Date:  

RNA Required and 
Completed:         

N/A Date: 

Data Protection 
Impact 
Assessment 
(DPIA) 

Screening Completed:         N/A Date: 

DPIA Required and 
Completed:

N/A Date: 
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1.0 Purpose of Report 

1.1 The purpose of this report is for Council to consider a request to write to the 
Health Minister to seek better regulation of cosmetic treatments in Northern 
Ireland. 

2.0   Background  

2.1 In October 2021 the Botulinum Toxin and Cosmetic Fillers (Children) Act 2021 
came into force in England making it illegal to administer botox or a filler by way 
of injection for a cosmetic purpose to a person under 18 years of age. No such 
law exists in Northern Ireland.  

2.2 The UK Government recently confirmed its intention to introduce a licensing 
regime for non-surgical cosmetic procedures to better regulate the cosmetic 
industry in England through an amendment to the Health and Care Bill. 

2.3 The licensing scheme in England will introduce consistent standards that 
individuals carrying out non-surgical cosmetic procedures such as lip fillers, 
botox etc must meet, as well as hygiene and safety standards for premises. It 
will focus on those cosmetic procedures which, if improperly performed, have 
the potential to cause harm. 

2.4 In recent years there has been a significant rise in the number and type of non-
surgical aesthetic procedures available, with many practitioners performing 
treatments without being able to evidence appropriate training and the required 
standards of oversight and supervision.

2.5 The existing legislation available to Environmental Health Officers to regulate 
this sector in Northern Ireland is considered no longer fit for purpose and no 
licensing scheme (similar to that being introduced in England) exists in 
Northern Ireland.   

2.6  The Local Authority Health and Safety Liaison Group (HSLG) is a subgroup 
of Environmental Health Northern Ireland (EHNI). HSLG is seeking the 
support of all Councils by requesting that consideration be given to writing to 
the Health Minister to ask for better regulation of cosmetic treatments in 
Northern Ireland, along with the introduction of a licensing scheme for non-
surgical cosmetic procedures.  

3.0 Recommendation 

3.1 It is recommended that the Environmental Services Committee consider the 
request and recommends to Council that a letter be sent to the Health 
Minister to ask for better regulation of cosmetic treatments in Northern 
Ireland, along with the introduction of a licensing scheme for non-surgical 
cosmetic procedures.  


