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1.0 Purpose of Report

The purpose of this report is to update members on the status of Castlerock
Footbridge.

2.0 Background

In 1996 Coleraine Borough Council entered into a 10,000 year lease with NI
Transport Holding Co. (NITHC) for the upkeep of the footbridge at Castlerock
Railway Station. In 2017 Council approved the contract for the removal and
assessment of the bridge with a view to ascertaining can it be restored and at
what cost. Note NIEA has been actively involved in this decision process.

3.0 Update since last meeting

Ongoing communication/discussion between Council, Translink and Mann
Williams Consultants (who have been working for Council) have been
unsuccessful in resolving the issues over the fitness of the bridge to be
repaired and re-installed. It has been decided to relieve Mann Williams of
any more involvement in the assessment of the bridge.

Given the historical nature of the bridge and the wish to see it repaired and
re-installed, Translink have suggested that they carry out their own
assessment by using consultants who are currently employed by them
assessing other rail bridges. As this bridge belongs to Council, Translink
have asked that Council consider contributing to the assessment cost.
Officers should be able to provide a verbal update at committee once the
cost and timescale are confirmed. The verbal update will outline this and
any other possible options.

4.0 Recommendation

Committee are asked to note the above information, and based on the
verbal update on the night, discuss and make a recommendation to
council on the way forward.
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