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Purpose of Report

The purpose of this report is to advise Members of a pilot scheme in
partnership with the Rotary Club of Limavady to collect, repair and distribute
unwanted bikes to school children in the Gambia. This is part of a wider
initiative called ‘School Bikes Africa’ organised by Rotary International.

Background

An approach has been received from the Rotary Club of Limavady to allow a
container to be placed at a local household recycling centre to enable
unwanted bikes to be collected. The container would be supplied by Rotary
International.

The unwanted bikes are sent to the Gambia to be used by school children.
Many children often have to walk a long distance to school. Having a bike to
cycle to school, rather than walk, means children tend to be more attentive in
class.

In Africa the advantage of bike ownership can enhance family life significantly
and improve lives through access to education, work and essential services.

Unwanted bikes in need of repair are taken to a local prison (HMP Magilligan)
to be refurbished. Individuals develop technical skills to refurbish bikes and
their personal contribution is a means to improved motivation and
rehabilitation.

Information

Limavady Household Recycling Centre has been earmarked for the pilot
scheme. Sufficient space is available at this facility to place a container.

A review of the scheme to take place on a quarterly basis. The scheme is at
no cost to council.

Recommendation

It is recommended that permission be given to Rotary International to
place a container at Limavady Household Recycling for the collection of
unwanted bikes.
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