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1.0 Purpose of Report 
 
1.1  The purpose of this report is to advise Members on the publication of the 

Northern Ireland Local Authority Collected Municipal Waste Management 
Statistics Annual Report and the Landfill Allowance Scheme Final 
Reconciliation on 26th November 2020 by the Department of Agriculture, 
Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) for the April 2019 to March 2020 
reporting period. 

 
2.0 Background 

 
2.1  DAERA produce an annual publication which reports finalised and validated 

information on the key measurements of local authority collected municipal 
and household waste for councils and waste management groups in Northern 
Ireland.  

 
2.2 DAERA produce an annual final reconciliation for the Landfill Allowance 

Scheme in respect of biodegradable local authority collected municipal waste 
sent to landfill. 

 
3.0 Information 
 
3.1 Finalised and validated statistics for council recycling performance in 2019-20 

as follows. 
 
3.2 Household waste sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting 

was 53.8%.  The Northern Ireland average was 51.9%.    
 
3.3 In the corresponding period 2018-19, household waste sent for preparing for 

reuse, dry recycling and composting was 47.7%.   
 
3.4 The increase in the household waste recycling rate of 6.1% in 2019-20 was 

the largest of all local councils.   
 
3.5 The improved recycling rate can in part be attributed to a rise in household 

waste composting which increased by 4.4%.  The percentage increase in the 
household waste composting rate was the highest in Northern Ireland in 2019-
20.  Also, the household waste dry recycling rate (25.8%) was the second 
highest. 

 
3.6 The household waste recycling rate achieved by council meets the Northern 

Ireland Waste Management Strategy target to recycle 50% of household 
waste by 2020. 

 
3.7 Provisional waste statistics released by DAERA on 22nd October for the April 

to June 2020 reporting period further highlights progress in household waste 
recycling. 
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3.8 Household waste sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting 
was 58%.  The Northern Ireland average was 54.4%.  Council ranked 3rd for 
April to June 2020 reporting period. 

 
3.9 DAERA has also reported on the Landfill Allowance Scheme (NI) Regulations 

2004 for scheme year 2019/20. 
 
3.10 The total amount of Biodegradable Local Authority Collected Municipal Waste 

(BLACMW) sent to landfill by council in 2019/20 was 10,004 tonnes, equating 
to 58.6% utilisation of the 17,062 tonnes allocated allowances available for 
the scheme year. 

 
4.0 Recommendation 
 

It is recommended that the Environmental Services Committee note the 
information on household waste recycling and the Landfill Allowance 
Scheme for 2019-20 issued by DAERA. 


