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1.0 Purpose of Report

The purpose of this report is to ask Members to consider delegating authority to the
Director of Leisure and Development to cancel Council events, on receipt of advice
from the Public Health Agency (PHA) or based upon other evolving evidence relevant
to Coronavirus.

2.0 General

The Council’'s events programme is attached at Annex A. It commences with the Ballymoney
Spring Fair on the 10th April. Planning and preparation for these events is continuing
unabated.

Based upon the advice from the PHA, there is currently no requirement for the cancellation of
events, however, Belfast City Council voted to cancel the city's St Patrick’s Day Parade.

Furthermore the Irish Government announced all parades and festivals in the Republic of
Ireland would not go ahead.

Both decisions were taken by on a precautionary basis. The current advice is to continue to
plan as normal but be prepared to cancel if circumstances change.

At the time this report was written - 10 March 2020, testing has resulted in 16 patients in
Northern Ireland demonstrating presumptive positive results for coronavirus (COVID-19).

Furthermore, Public Health England (PHE) is delaying the decision to close schools and
introduce other strict measures to combat Coronavirus, based upon an assessment of new
cases on an hourly basis to achieve a "balanced response".

3.0 Recommendation

It is recommended that Members consider delegating authority to the Director of
Leisure and Development (or other member of the Senior Leadership Team) to cancel
Council events, on receipt of advice from the Public Health Agency (PHA) or based
upon other evolving evidence relevant to Coronavirus.
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ANNEX A
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