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1.0 Purpose of Report 
 
 The purpose of the report is to present correspondence for Members’ 

consideration.   
 
2.0 The following are listed:  
 

2.1  Department for Communities, Deidre Hargey MLA, dated 6 February 
2020 (copy attached)  

 
  Re: Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council 

 Correspondence has been received from the Minister for Communities 

regarding various news reports in the Media of concerns about the 

financial position of Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council.  

Under section 104 of the Local Government Act (NI) 2014, the Minister 

has requested information by 20 February 2020 (see Annex).  

 
2.2  Newry, Mourne and Down District Council, dated 10 February 

2020 (copy attached) 
 
 Re: A1 Junctions 

Members of Newry, Mourne and Down District Council unanimously 

agreed to this Motion and urge Council to support it also by making a 

submission to the inquiry. 

"This Council make a formal written submission to the upcoming Al Junctions Phase 2 

Public Inquiry, which is to begin in March 2020. 

The submission will reflect the full support of this council for an urgent upgrade of 

this road as per the DFI proposals, a stretch of road that has brought so much 

devastation to the families of many local people who have lost their lives while 

travelling on it over the years. Council will also write to the other local authorities 

through which the Al travels, namely Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council and 

Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon Borough Council urging them to support our 

motion and requesting that they too make their own submissions to the inquiry." 

 https://www.infrastructure-ni.qov.uk/publications/a1-junctions-

phase-2-departmental-statement-public-inquiry  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.infrastructure-ni.qov.uk/publications/a1-junctions-phase-2-departmental-statement-public-inquiry
https://www.infrastructure-ni.qov.uk/publications/a1-junctions-phase-2-departmental-statement-public-inquiry
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2.3 Office of the Minister for Infrastructure Nichola Mallon MLA, dated 17 
February 2020 (copy attached)  

   
Re: NI Water Funding  

 
Acknowledging correspondence from Council conveying Council’s 
concerns relating to the funding and governance of water and wastewater 
infrastructure.  

 
2.4 NI Housing Council - February Housing Council Bulletin, dated 17 

February 2020 (copy attached) 
 
 The Northern Ireland Housing Council met on Thursday, 13th February 
 2020 in Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council Offices.  

 
3.0 It is recommended that Council consider the correspondence.  
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FEBRUARY HOUSING COUNCIL BULLETIN 

 

The Northern Ireland Housing Council met on Thursday, 13th February 2020 at 10.30 am in 
the Coleraine Council offices. 
 
For Information, a report of the attendance is undernoted:- 
 
Members Present 
 

  
 

Ald Tommy Nicholl                 Mid & East Antrim Borough (Chair) 
Cllr Anne-Marie Fitzgerald Fermanagh & Omagh District (Vice Chair) 
Cllr Mark Cooper                    Antrim & Newtownabbey Borough  
Ald Jim Speers                      Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon Borough 
Cllr Michelle Kelly Belfast City  
Ald John Finlay                      Causeway Coast & Glens Borough  
Ald Allan Bresland                 Derry City & Strabane District 
Ald Amanda Grehan              Lisburn & Castlereagh City  
Cllr Catherine Elattar             Mid Ulster Borough  

 

Cllr Michael Ruane                Newry, Mourne & Down District   
 

   
Members Apologies 

Cllr Nick Mathison Ards & North Down Borough 
 
The Housing Council’s considered various routine items at the Meeting, followed by 
detailed discussions on the undernoted matters:- 
 

 Members received a presentation from representatives from the Housing 
Executive and the Department for Communities on Housing Executive’s Stock 
Transfer. 
 

 The Housing Executive’s Chief Executive gave a verbal update on Housing 
Executive’s Business from the January Board Meeting, which included 
the following items:- 

 
1. Key Issues and Priorities (Open Discussion Item) 
2. Board Business – Committee Membership / Structures 
3. Monthly Finance Report as at 31 December 2019 
4. Proposed Changes to the Corporate Risk Register 
5. Request to Close Two Unused Bank Accounts 
6. Response Maintenance Procurement Strategy 
7. Exceptional Supporting People Payment  
8. Draft Home Energy Conservation Authority (HECA) Annual 

Progress Report 
9. Performance against the 2019-20 Business Plan at the end of 

the third quarter of the business year 
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10. Corporate Services Quarterly Update Report 
11. Supporting People Programme – Progress Status Update 
12. Syrian Vulnerable Persons Resettlement Scheme (SVPRS) 

Update 
13. Compliance Health & Safety Assurance – Monthly Report 
14. Proposed Repayment Arrangements for Leaseholds for planned 

schemes costs (Reacquisition Policy) 
 

 Members then received an update from Judith Woodburn and Maryann 
Demspey, Department for Communities, on the Departments’ Housing Top 
Issues to date, which included:- 

 
1. Social Newbuild starts 
2. Co-ownership 
3. Programme for Social Reform  
4. Fundamental Review of Social Housing Allocations Policy 
5. Reclassification of Northern Ireland Social Housing Providers 
6. Supporting People Delivery Strategy 
7. Homelessness Strategy 
8. St Patrick’s Barracks, Ballymena 
9. Regulation of the Private Rented Sector 
10. Increasing Housing Supply 
11. Affordable Warmth Scheme 
12. NIHE Rent Scheme  
13. Update on Welfare Reform Mitigation payments 

 
The next Housing Council Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 12th March at  
10.30 am in the Omagh Council offices. 
 
Should you require any further information or have any questions regarding the 
content. 
 
Contacts 
 
Chair 
Alderman Tommy Nicholl MBE 
Ald.nicholl@midandeastantrim.gov.uk 
Mobile: 07970012520 
 
Secretary 
Kelly Cameron 
The Housing Centre 
2 Adelaide Street 
Belfast BT2 8PB 
Kelly.cameron@nihe.gov.uk 
Tel: 028 95982752 
 
 

_____________________________ 
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